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promise to leave the Squadron their code as it was, I
therefore had no option but to put the code into force
which had obtained before the Revolution. The result
was that punishments were only awarded on board ships
whose general conduct allowed it. The award and
execution of a cell punishment on board a battleship,
which did not meet with general approval, led to serious
rioting, which at least jeopardized our right of ownership
of the ships. My higher jurisdiction, which had been safe-
guarded until then, disappeared with the change of code.
Not only was my authority in the Squadron weakened by
this course of action, but the only apparent sign of its
sovereignty was imperilled. Eventually I succeeded in
inducing the Navy Office to give me back these powers in
spite of themselves, on the grounds of the re-establishment
of my jurisdiction.
Naturally, we could not rigidly adopt one or the other
means of raising the position of the officers due to the
complicated nature of the service with which we had to
grapple and the shrinkage in the strength of the crews,
but rather that everything which tended towards it
should be fostered and used. In the further course of the
internment the position did indeed better itself ; we were
successful in obtaining delegates true to the Navy and
State as Head Soldiers' Councillor and also a few other
Councillors. Still we could not gain a sufficient following
to throw out the influence of the radicals. The sinking
was the first sign in the change of tone for the upholding
of Government, Fatherland, and officers.
I must not let it go unrecorded that a number of
warrant officers, petty officers, and men maintained their
loyalty in their personal intercourse with their officers in
the way which was usual before the Revolution in spite
of all threats and intimidation. Especially so was the